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“As well as being of academic importance, 
I believe learning a language also helps 
with social skills. I strongly believe learning 
a new language is a huge benefit and I’m 
extremely pleased that my son has had the 
opportunity to participate. His younger 
sister is year 3 and can’t wait to start –   
long may it continue!”  year 6 Parent
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Introduction
This guidance has been commissioned by the Welsh Assembly Government in order to 
disseminate the innovation and good practice which has emerged from the National 
CILT Cymru Key Stage 2 Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Pilot Project (2003 - 2009). 

“Getting Started” is designed for use by primary, secondary schools and LEAs and by 
anyone with an interest in developing primary MFL. It provides practical step by step 
guidance on the introduction of a MFL in Key Stage 2, how this can complement and 
enrich the primary curriculum, support closer collaboration between schools thus 
enhancing transition links and helping pupils make accelerated progress in Key Stage 3. 
It also contains examples of good practice in current methodology, planning grids and 
useful contact details. 

The guidance can be used as desired, serving as an initial source of discussion between 
schools and / or LEAs and subsequently as a basis for co-operation, training and 
progression between schools, departments and key stages. 

Background to the National Pilot and the current picture in Wales

The National CILT Cymru Key Stage 2 Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Pilot Project 
was launched as one strand of “Languages Count”, the National Languages Strategy for 
Wales (2002, reviewed in 2008), which mapped out the Welsh Assembly Government’s 
commitment to increasing capability in languages in Wales. This pilot supported the 
development of early foreign language learning from 2003-2009 and involved 118 
primary and 18 secondary schools in 18 LEAs across Wales. 

An independent evaluation of Phase 1 (2003 - 2006) of the pilots concluded that the 
introduction of a MFL in Key Stage 2 not only enriched the primary curriculum and 
enhanced transition arrangements but had “a positive impact on MFL learning in Key 
Stage 3”1. A further evaluation of Phase 2 (2006 -2009) was commissioned to track pilot 
pupils into Key Stage 3 and monitor the impact of the early start.

Throughout the pilot and beyond there has been overwhelming support for the initiative 
from parents, pupils, staff and governors alike. Schools commented especially that this 
initiative had “improved communications across clusters and between secondary and 
primary schools and improved transition experiences for pupils”2.  

The Welsh Assembly has further committed to providing funding through the Better 
Schools Fund (BSF) from 2008-2011, to develop primary MFL on a non-statutory basis 
and will “look again at the case for statutory provision at the next review of the school 
curriculum. This will allow a decision to be made in light of the final evaluation of the 
primary school pilots and the wider requirements of the primary school curriculum”3.

1 People and Work Unit - Evaluation of the Key Stage 2 Modern Foreign Languages Pilot Projects - 2006
2 People and Work Unit - Evaluation of the Key Stage 2 Modern Foreign Languages Pilot Projects - 2006
3 Statement from the Welsh Assembly Government - August 2008




